
Animal Quiz Answers 

Polar Bear 

1. Canada, Alaska, Russia, Greenland and Norway. 

2. The polar bear can swim long distances but it cannot catch prey 

very well while it is swimming. It needs to stand on the ice 

beside the holes where seals come up to breathe. As the ice 

melts because of climate change, there is less ice for the polar 

bear to use as a hunting platform. 

3. Blubber is the thick layer of fat under the polar bear’s skin. It 

is very important for keeping the polar bear warm in cold 

temperatures. All marine (sea) mammals have blubber - for 

example, seals, whales, dolphins, walruses, sea otters, 

manatees. 

4. The polar bear’s skin is black under its white fur. This black 

skin absorbs (soaks up) the heat of the sun to keep it warm. 

5. Baby polar bears are called cubs. 

6. They are usually born in November or December. 

7. It takes about 2 years for polar bear cubs to learn all the skills 

they need to survive before they can live on their own. 

 

[Can you write or say the things you think they need to learn 

before they can leave their mother and survive alone?] 

 

8. Climate change is making the Arctic ice melt. This means that 

polar bears have less ice to use for hunting so they have to 

swim very long distances to find food and sometimes they 

starve. Sometimes they will enter towns to search for food in 

rubbish bins. This puts them in danger of being shot. Mother 

polar bears and their cubs live in snow dens. As the ice melts, 

many of these snow dens fall in and collapse. 

 

Platypus 

1. A mammal is an animal that breathes, has a backbone and has 

some fur or hair. A mammal is warm-blooded which means that 

they have body heat (they do not need to warm up in the sun 



like lizards). Mammals give birth to live babies (except the 

platypus and echidna, which lay eggs) and feed their babies 

with milk from their mammary glands. 

 

[Can you make a list of mammals and a list of animals that are 

not mammals? Can you say why?] 

 

2. The platypus lays eggs instead of giving birth to live babies like 

most mammals. 

3. The platypus lives in small rivers and streams in Eastern 

Australia. 

4. It has webbed feet to help it swim. 

5. Most animals and birds that need to swim to find food have 

webbed feet - ducks, geese, swans, penguins, sea-birds, otters, 

beavers, turtles. Some frogs have webbed feet but only those 

that live in water. Tree frogs do not. 

6. PLATYPUSES   Some people say PLATYPI but this is not 

technically correct. 

7. They have flat heads to help them glide smoothly through the 

water. This is very important so that they can swim quickly and 

quietly - and not be heard by predators! 

 

Panda  

1. Yes, pandas are bears. 

2. Their natural habitat is in forests in China. 

3. They eat bamboo stalks and bamboo leaves. 

4. They need strong teeth 

and jaws to crack open the 

hard bamboo stalks and chew 

them. 

5. Baby pandas are called 

cubs.  

6. Yes they can honk, growl 

and roar. They can even bleat 

like a sheep or goat! 



[Can you draw a picture of a panda and think of some cool names 

for Pandas?] 

 

 

Orangutan 

1. They need strong arms to swing from tree to tree. 

 

[What other animals need strong arms to swing through the 

trees?] 

 

2. No, they do not like rain. 

They use big leaves to shelter from the rain.  

3. Orangutans are endangered because the trees they live in are 

being cut down as forests are cut to make room for farms. 

They are also cut to sell as wood for furniture. Orangutans are 

also hunted to be sold as pets. 

4. They live in the forests of Sumatra and Borneo. 

5. They stay with their mother until they are 8 years old. 

 

Jaguar 

1. Jaguars hide and wait for their prey. They also swim. Lions and 

cheetahs run and chase their prey. 

2. Their natural habitat is 

South America.  

3. Jaguars are carnivores so 

they kill animals for meat.  

4. A lot of their habitat has 

disappeared because the forest 



trees have been cut down to make the land into farmland. This 

means that there are less wild animals for the jaguar to hunt 

and less wilderness for them to live in. 

 

Snow Leopard 

1. Their pale colour makes the snow leopard very difficult to see, 

so you can never be sure if it’s there or not. 

2. Other leopards have orange fur or dark brown fur with black 

spots.  

3. They live very very high in the mountains of parts of Asia - 

China, Russia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bhutan, Mongolia. 

4. They have very wide paws with fur on the pads. This helps 

them grip the snow. 

5. They eat wild goats, sheep, hares and birds. 

6. Their tail is not thin like other leopards’ tails. It is long and 

thick. They use it to stay warm by wrapping it around 

themselves - like a squirrel does. 

7.  Snow Leopard cubs start learning to hunt at 3 months old and 

they stay with their mother, learning to hunt, until they are 2 

years old.  


